BOARD OF VISITORS
GEORGE MASON UNIVERSITY

Public Comment Session
April 3, 2019
MINUTES

PRESENT: Rector Davis and Vice Rector Hazel;, Visitors Blackman, Cumbie, Moreno,
Reagan, Rice, and Witeck; Faculty Representative Renshaw; Student Representatives Keatinge;
President Cabrera; and Secretary pro tem Cagle.

ABSENT: Secretary Purvis; Visitors Alcalde, Chimaladinne, Marquez, Petersen, Prowitt, Roth,
and Zuccari; and Student Representative Pettine.

L

I1.

Rector Davis called the session to order at 10:15 a.m.

Rector Davis thanked the attendees for coming to the Session, noting it was the
first time the Board of Visitors had opened a session for public comment. He
explained there was no public mandate or legislation requiring a Public Comment
Session, but that there had been proposed legislation that would allow the Board
to hold public hearings confined to budget matters. Rector Davis commented that
from the Board’s perspective, they wanted to open the session up to faculty,
students, and the public to hear about anything they wanted to share or what they
would like to do. He asked the speakers to try to limit their remarks to three
minutes to give as many people as possible the opportunity to speak, noting he
would provide a prompt at the appropriate time. Rector Davis advised the
speakers that if they provided a statement for the record it would be shared with
other Board members and members of the administration. He referred to the list
of registered speakers (Attachment 1) and noted that if someone had been left out
or if it looked like more people could be accommodated, the Board would try to
do this. He thanked the attendees, again, for attending and for their interest in
participating. He called on Christopher Maier, noting Mr. Maier had submitted a
statement as well which would be included in the record and then distributed to
Board members. Mr. Maier was not present. Rector Davis called on Sara Deriso
and thanked her for attending. He noted he had spoken to Ms. Deriso previously
and was informed that she had a document to share with the Board (Attachment
2). He asked that those be distributed. Ms. Deriso addressed the Board as
follows:

Sara Deriso: So, hello, my name is Sara Deriso. I’'m a junior at George Mason. I
study government and international politics with a minor in political
communication. I’'m a member of GMU Student Power; I’m the President. And
during the course of the last few weeks, I heard that there was going to be a public
comment period so I collected statements from my peers about why you all
should choose not to raise undergraduate tuition fees. I can also pass these around
right now (Attachment 3). So, I'm here today to advocate that you guys freeze
tuition in the upcoming academic year and to accept the General Assembly’s $6.5
million additional state funding for tuition moderation. Over the past decade,
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George Mason has experienced a 66% increase in tuition and fees. State funding
is obviously declining so that means that we are relying more on tuition. I think
this is a really great opportunity to offset these inequalities within tuition. I am
also a student organizer with Transparent GMU and I would like to applaud
Faculty Senators Letiecq and DeMulder for their appointment for the
implementation taskforce for the gift acceptance committee. They are charged
with developing and processing practices that will ensure proper implementation
of University Policy 1123 regarding donations to the George Mason University
Foundation. Faculty have been raising concerns about undue donor influence
since 2011, It is about time that the Board pass a strong gift acceptance policy that
includes faculty governance. Also, Transparent GMU has been approved to
appeal our case to the Supreme Court of Virginia, our case against the George
Mason University Foundation. I wanted to note that. Also, I am here today as a
survivor of sexual assault. Some may see the law school’s decision to hire
Supreme Court Justice Brett Kavanaugh as a prominent addition to the school’s
faculty, but the University has ignored his history of sexual violence against
women. Although he has never been convicted of a crime, he should not be
rewarded with a visiting professorship. He destroyed the lives of several women.
One of his accusers, Dr. Christine Blasey Ford, is under so many death threats she
cannot continue to teach psychology at the University of Palo Alto. As a survivor
of sexual assault, this decision has really impacted me negatively. It has affected
my mental health knowing that an abuser will be part of our faculty. I am
advocating that the Board of Visitors read our list of demands to the
administration (Attachment 2), particularly section 5a to hire an on-campus sexual
assault examiner nurse. When I was assaulted I did not have a car as a freshman,
so I could not go to a hospital receive a PERK (physical evidence recovery kit)
exam. So, I think it would be very beneficial. There are so many on-campus
students that should be able to have access to rape kits and a sexual assault
examiner nurse at the student health services. Also, at point 6-a. for police reform,
we are asking that the University hire an on campus 24/7 Mason PD (Police
Department) Sexual Assault Coordinator. When I went to Mason PD to report my
sexual assault, the Sexual Assault Coordinator was on vacation and there were no
women police officers I was able to tell my story to. So, [ had to recount my story
to a young male, which is very traumatizing especially two days after my assault.
I would like you to read over these demands to the administration, put pressure on
the administration to make these changes and allocate funding to make these
changes. If you could read those cards that other students wrote about tuition that
would be great, and I thank you for your time today. Thank you.

Rector Davis thanked Ms. Deriso and called on the next speakers as follows:
Rashed Abu Awwad (not present); MacKenzie Earl (not present); Sarah Ahn (not
present); Cassidy Pollard (not present); Anya Coleman (not present); Gerritt
Hansen (not present); Ashley Stewart (not present). Rector Davis noted that all of
those named had submitted written comments which would be shared with the
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Board. He stated the fact they were not in attendance would not take away from
what they wanted to say and their comments would be given appropriate
consideration. Rector Davis opened the floor to anyone else who wanted to
address the Board and share their views as the session was running ahead of
schedule. The following people were recognized to share their comments:

Amy Crummie-DuCarme: My name is Amy Crummie-DuCarme. I'm a first
semester senior here at Mason. I’'m scheduled to graduate early next semester. 'm
also a founder of an on-campus organization called Student for a Democratic
Society. We’ve been active for the past, I think, two and a half years. I am also an
out of state student. So, I know those are few and far between here. So, my tuition
is quite high, it’s around $50,000 a year. And I support that tuition going towards
things like the educational complex here, and supporting teachers. And I also
support the tuition freeze. However, there are aspects of our University that I find
that this enormous amount of money should not go towards. One of which being
the hiring of Supreme Court Justice Brett Kavanaugh. This affects me quite
personally because my sister is a survivor on multiple counts. I’ve seen what it
does to a person. I’ve seen what these cases can do to people. And I’ve seen what
this public treatment of survivors can do to a person. And I would like to advocate
for not only my sister, but the other survivors at George Mason who are seeing
this happen. Please reconsider this offer. I realize he’s been hired already, but it
does severely affect survivors on our campus in maybe ways that men don’t see.
Thank you.

Rector Davis thanked her for her comments.

Stacie Gordon: Hi, good morming. I actually wasn’t planning on making remarks
today. My name is Stacie Gordon, I am with Partners for College Affordability
and Public Trust. And I just want to quickly thank the Board for taking time to
listen to student voices today and accept their input by written comment and by
physical testimony today. I think it’s really great that you guys are doing this.
You don’t have to do this. As you said earlier, there’s no current state mandate.
Later on, there will be one going into effect in July, but I think it’s fantastic that
you guys did this today. So, I just wanted to thank you.

Rector Davis thanked her for her comments, noting that it was important for the
Board to hear from students, faculty, and surrounding community.

Zoehriya Anwar: So, my name is Zoehriya Anwar. I am currently a freshman
majoring in Community Health. I’d like to say that I myself have been assaulted
on this campus. It happened just recently, at least four months ago. And what
happened was that 1 approached the Mason PD and the Title IX office. And
neither have followed through with the case of my sexual assault. And knowing
that Brett Kavanaugh was hired to be a visiting professor at George Mason
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University, as someone who has survived sexual assault three times, I do not feel
comfortable with someone who has sexual assault allegations walking on our
campus, even if he has the vocational and academic credentials to be a professor.
Because of the allegations that Christine Blasey Ford has made, I would just
appreciate if the Board just considered that. And I respect that you have already
decided to hire Brett Kavanaugh, but I think it should be reconsidered. Thank you.

Rector Davis thanked her for her comments. He recognized President Cabrera for
his comments.

President Cabrera: Rector Davis. I would first like to applaud our students for
speaking up today. I am proud of our students. One of our stated goals is that our
students become engaged citizens. As part of the experience at George Mason, I
think what you saw is a perfect example of it. So, thank you for that. And I can
tell our students that our Board, and I know them quite well, are taking great
consideration of those comments. I have maybe a couple of suggestions that will
be hopefully useful for the Board, but also for our students. I absolutely agree
with them; we need to keep the pressure of our stated goal of eradicating sexual
violence in all of its forms from our campus. This has been a priority for the
University. One case of sexual violence, is one case t0o many. And we need to do
better; every year we need to do better. We had a taskforce, I called a taskforce in
2015, and it came with a list of pretty strong recommendations. We’ve been
executing on those recommendations. I think we have reasons to believe that
some of those are working, but clearly every case here indicates that we have to
do better. I think it would be important for the Board to receive a briefing on what
has happened in the last two or three years, to look at this in detail, to have a
discussion, and to see what additional initiatives need to be put in place. So, I will
discuss this with our Rector, but assuming there is interest from the Board, we can
have a briefing to you as early as our next Board meeting.

Rector Davis responded with concurrence and without objection to a briefing for
the Board. He also commented that the hiring practices of the individual colleges
do not rest with the Board of Visitors and asked President Cabrera for his
comments.

President Cabrera: Right. And this might be an important thing. And by the
way, I say this with full respect of the views that many of us may have about a
public figure and I understand and I respect the views that our students have
expressed today. And I don’t put them in question at all. It is a public figure. He
went through a very public senate confirmation process and I know each person,
even around this table, drew their own conclusions. But what’s important to note
is, even though the Board of Visitors of our University has ultimate powers over
everything that happens at the University, because of the tradition of higher
education in the United States which is adopted by our Board, we believe in the
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process of shared governance. Now, shared governance means that some of the
powers of the Board are delegated first to the president and then to the faculty for
them to make decisions. There are several reasons for doing this. One is it is
understood that the Board should not be telling the faculty how to teach math or
psychology, or who should teach math or psychology. That those are decisions
that should be made by the faculty. There’s another reason for this, which is to
pre-empt the possibility that in some cases, let’s say a Board that will lean to one
side or the other of the political spectrum would be tempted to start vetoing
certain faculty members in some disciplines. That is the reason why the processes
of shared governance put some of these decisions, some of these decisions come
all the way up to the Board, especially tenure decisions because those create, of
course, a commitment of the University and potentially for life. The decisions of
temporary appointments rests within the faculty. So, in this case the way it works
is the faculty, in this case, the Law School, they considered all the facts. They
voted to retain Justice Kavanaugh to teach this class. By the way, it’s going to be
taught in England. So, it’s off campus; it’s going to be taught during the summer.
It’s an elective class on the history of the U.S. Constitution. So, the faculty has
voted on this; they voted on this in January. Students have voluntarily decided to
take this class. Currently, it’s oversubscribed, actually. So, ‘that’s how those
decisions are made, consistently with our faculty handbook and the principles of
shared governance. I respect their judgment; doesn’t mean I share it. Doesn’t
mean I would have made that decision if [ were in their shoes. But expressing it, I
respect the judgement of my faculty colleagues in the Law School who have
assessed all the facts and made that decision. But I need to clarify and link it with
the first part of the comment and hope that our students at least have an
understanding and trust the message that I'm sending to you. We share the firm
commitment to eradicating sexual violence. And whether this decision made some
of you call that into question, I can assure you that we are fully, fully committed.
And keep raising your voice. I think what student groups are doing to keep
attention, I think it was Sara that said, “I want the Board to be aware.” That is
effective advocacy. Raise awareness. Make sure that we bring everybody’s
attention and efforts to it. So as much as you may dislike decision number one, it
has absolutely no implication in our firm commitment to continuing to combat
sexual violence. And again, I really thank you. And I respect the students. I know
it takes courage to stand up, especially some of you who have shared personal
issues, [ thank you for what you’ve done this morning.

Rector Davis thanked President Cabrera for his comments. Rector Davis
addressed Sara Deriso and said it looked like tuition would be frozen, referring to
her earlier request.

Rector Davis recognized Vice Rector Hazel for his comments. Vice Rector Hazel
thanked the students for attending and noted his support for continuing the open
sessions for input from the greater George Mason community. He noted that
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many of the cards that were shared did not have a name or Mason affiliation. He
recommended to Ms. Deriso and her peers that it would mean more and be more
effective if namés were included in the future. Rector Davis commented that he
understood the hesitancy of people to identify themselves, especially where their
views are difficult for others to hear. He reiterated his appreciation for those who
were present, for the speakers who stood up to share their views, and noted the
Board would take their comments seriously. He asked for any other comments
and recognized Kailey Adkins for her comments.

Kailey Adkins: Hi there, my name is Kailey Adkins and I’'m a junior in the
Integrative Studies program, with a concentration in Social Justice and Human
Rights. I would just like to say that it is easy to say that we are fighting to
eradicate sexual violence on this campus, but the hiring of Kavanaugh threatens
the mental well-being of all survivors on this campus. So, it is easy to make that
pledge, but that decision negates it, in my opinion. I would also like to speak on
faculty governance. I think it’s great that it was implemented in this case, but I
would like to see stronger faculty governance implemented in the wider
university, by accepting the stronger gift agreement policy. There have been
concerns raised from the faculty for years when it comes to faculty governance
and the building of curriculum and the hiring of professors within our university
as it relates to donor influence. And so, I think that passing a stronger gift
acceptance policy is essential if you’re going to uphold those standards of faculty
governance at this university. That’s all, thank you.

Rector Davis thanked her for her comments. He opened the floor to any other
speakers and recognized Amy Crummie-DuCarme for additional comments.

Amy Crummie-DuCarme: Hello, again. I would just like to say to President
Cabrera, we as students who come to these meetings are very well informed. We
understand that the law school has its own decisions when it comes to hiring and
firing. I just wanted to state that since this was an open comments meeting, this is
our outlet as students on the Fairfax campus to say how we feel about this certain
event. So, we do understand that it was a two-week course in England where he’s
going to teach about the history of the U.S. Constitution. I also know that Neil
Gorsuch is going to be over in Pajama, Italy for about three weeks teaching a
different course. So, we know these things. We just feel that it’s an outlet for us to
speak to some members of the university who have some type of influence or
know people in the other school, the Antonin Scalia School of Law, to maybe
pass things down.

President Cabrera acknowledged her comments and thanked her.
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III. Adjournment
With no more comments to be heard by the Board, Rector Davis thanked those in
attendance and adjourned the session at 10:38 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Nithoy (udy

Kathy Cagle
Secretary pro tem

Attachments:
(1) Registered speakers and written comments (1 page)
(2) Mason for Survivors List of Demands (1 page)
(3) Statements from Students (copies of hand-written cards) (6 pages)
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Attachment 2

MASON FOR
SURVIVORS

WE DE
1

2)

4)

3)

6)

Media Contact:

MAND
Terminate AND void ALL contracts and affiliation with Brett Kavanaugh at George Mason
University.
a) Release any and all documents including but not limited to: emails, donor
agreements, and contracts related to the hiring of Brett Kavanaugh as faculty at
George Mason University.
Hold a Town Hall to discuss Kavanaugh’s hiring and implications for students and the
university including a public comment section. All students must be informed through their
MasonLive email, once, by April 25th 2019.
a) A formal apology from administration to survivors
Title IX policy reform: Increase the number of Title IX officers to the proportion of students
at the University.
a) Ensure all syllabi include ALL sexual violence resources offered (CAPS, SSAC,
hotlines, etc.)
b) Ensure that any student reporting sexual misconduct in their residence hall has the
right to relocate within a month to other on campus housing, free of charge.
Ensure that the Board of Visitors and Faculty Senate pass and implement a Gift Acceptance
Policy in order to prevent outside donor influence by May 2nd 2019.
Better resources for students:
a) Hire an on-campus sexual assault examiner nurse(s)
b) Hire a sufficient number of full time clinicians at CAPS in accordance to International
Association of Counseling Services guidelines (IACS)
¢) Ensure that students have free access to rape kits. Including but not limited to
transportation to facilities.
Police Reform:
a) Hire an on-campus 24/7 Mason PD Sexual Assault Coordinator
b) Require that police inform survivors of their right to free peer advocate from SSAC
¢) Require all incidents of sexual harassment and violence be reported within 30 days to
students
d) Require all Mason PD officers and cadets undergo comprehensive, trauma-informed
sexual violence training

Name: Elijah Nichols, Caitlin Slater, and Sean Keckley

Email: mason4survivors@gmail.com
Phone Number: (231) 329-2416, (703) 999-9464, and (832) 600-5034

Petition/Demands:https://www.ch: o /p/tell-president- era-su -mason-4-survivors-cancel

kavanaughgmu
Facebook: htips://www.f: c.com/Masond4Survivor
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